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With God, our setbacks become setups to fulfill our calling.
“But David said to Saul, ‘Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. When a lion 
or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, 35I went after it, struck it and 
rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck 
it and killed it. 36Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised 
Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. 
37The Lord who rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will 
rescue me from the hand of this Philistine.’ Saul said to David, ‘Go, and the Lord be 
with you.’” (1 Samuel 17:34-37 NIV)

How do we allow setbacks to become setups? (John 15)
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2He cuts off every branch in me 
that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will 
be even more fruitful. 3You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to 
you. 4Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must 
remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me…8This is to my 
Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 9‘As 
the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10If you keep my 
commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and 
remain in his love. 11I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy 
may be complete. 12My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.’”
(John 15:1-4, 8-12 NIV)

1)	 Remain intimately connected to God. (v. 1, 4)
“I am the vine… remain in me…”

2)	View challenges as shaping and training. (v. 2)
“He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does  
bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.”

3)	Make God’s purpose your priority. (v. 8)
“This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves  
to be my disciples.”

4)	Remember God’s faithfulness. (v. 12)
“My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.”

Setbacks and Setups
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