
“The Goal is Gold”
For the week of August 20 - 26, 2017

Main Thought:
Everyone on Earth experiences pain. There's no way to avoid pain, but 
God can help us find purpose when we face it! God's goal is to use pain, 
trials, and tribulation to "refine us" and bring out the gold in us! If we 
want to experience everything that God has for us, then we need to 
participate in the refining process. God uses trials to test us and reveal 
anything that may be wrong in our hearts. Our role is to repent of our 
sins so God can remove those flaws in us. Then we reform (or change) 
our actions and lifestyles to reflect God's will. We're guaranteed to have 
joy on Earth and in eternity when we do these things.

Main Passages:
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great 
mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading, kept in heaven for you…” (1 Peter 1:3-4 ESV)

“In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been 
grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more 
precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result 
in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”  (1 Peter 1:6-7 ESV)

“Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, 
you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 
obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.”   
(1 Peter 1:8-9 ESV)
 

Discussion Questions

Higher: Getting closer to God
•	 What kind of pain, tests, or trials are you experiencing in your life  
 right now? 

•	 What might God be trying to teach you in the midst of those tests?

Deeper: Applying God's Word in Community
•	 How can you change your actions, habits, or life in response to what  
 God is teaching you?

Wider: Impacting Your World
•	 What do you think can happen in the relationships around you when  
 you respond to trials with faith? 

•	 Who is someone you know that may be going through a trial that you  
 can pray for and invite to G2?


