
“The Light of Hope”
For the week of December 3 - 9, 2017 

Main Thought:
Even though Christmas and the holidays are a time for joy, laughter, and 
happiness, beneath the surface, many people experience loneliness, 
depression, and darkness. However, Jesus came to Earth to be a light to 
our darkness and this is the real reason for the season. As we receive His 
light, we must continue to walk in light. We do this by confessing our 
sins to God, but also to others for healing and living according to His 
will. We must also be the light by drawing near to those who may be in 
darkness.

Main Passages:
“This, in essence, is the message we heard from Christ and are passing on to you: 
God is light, pure light; there’s not a trace of darkness in him. 6-7If we claim that 
we experience a shared life with him and continue to stumble around in the dark, 
we’re obviously lying through our teeth—we’re not living what we claim. But if we 
walk in the light, God himself being the light, we also experience a shared life with 
one another, as the sacrificed blood of Jesus, God’s Son, purges all our sin.” 
(1 John 1:5-7 MSG)

“Make this your common practice: Confess your sins to each other and pray for 
each other so that you can live together whole and healed. The prayer of a person 
living right with God is something powerful to be reckoned with.” (James 5:16 MSG)

(Turn over for continuation…)



“‘14-16Here’s another way to put it: You’re here to be light, bringing out the God-
colors in the world. God is not a secret to be kept. We’re going public with this, as 
public as a city on a hill. If I make you light-bearers, you don’t think I’m going to 
hide you under a bucket, do you? I’m putting you on a light stand. Now that I’ve put 
you there on a hilltop, on a light stand—shine! Keep open house; be generous with 
your lives. By opening up to others, you’ll prompt people to open up with God, this 
generous Father in heaven.’” (Matthew 5:14-16 MSG)

Discussion Questions:

Higher: Getting Closer to God
•	 Share about a time you were walking in spiritual darkness (loneliness,  
 depression, sadness etc). How did God’s light break through in that  
 situation (i.e. through G2, prayer, reading the Bible, etc)?
 
Deeper: Applying God's Word in Community
•	 None of us are perfect. We all struggle with sin, but God didn’t intend  
 for us to fight on our own. Who is one person (besides God) you can  
 confess your sins to?

Wider: Impacting Your World
•	 Who do you know that may be experiencing dark times? How can you  
 shine light on their situation?


