
“#GOALS2018”
For the week of December 31 - January 6, 2018 

Main Thought:
Happy New Year! Every year, people attempt to set resolutions, also 
known as goals, to achieve within the New Year. Some goals are losing 
weight, self-improvement, saving money, and quitting smoking. These 
goals are basically promises you make to yourself and for your own 
benefit. Sadly, statistics show that only about eight percent are able to 
fulfill these promises. A great thing to know is that even though we fail, 
God doesn’t. He keeps His promises every time, based on His timing. 
His promises not only benefit us, but they benefit those around us as 
well. We just need to wait on Him by settling down, looking around, and 
listening to His voice.

Main Passages:
“‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’” (Jeremiah 29:11)

“‘Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. Marry 
and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters 
in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number 
there; do not decrease.’” (Jeremiah 29:5-6)

“Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into 
exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” 
(Jeremiah 29:7)

“Yes, this is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: ‘Do not let the prophets 
and diviners among you deceive you. Do not listen to the dreams you encourage 
them to have. 9They are prophesying lies to you in my name. I have not sent them,’ 
declares the Lord. 10This is what the Lord says: ‘When seventy years are completed 
for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my good promise to bring you back to this 
place.’” (Jeremiah 29:8-10)

(Turn over for continuation…)



Discussion Questions

Higher: Getting closer to God
•	 What makes it hard to settle down with God and His plans?

•	 What are some practical things you can do to help settle down  
 with God?

Deeper: Applying God's Word in Community
•	 What are some voices that you need to silence in your life so that you  
 can start listening to God’s voice more clearly?

Wider: Impacting Your World
•	 Looking around your life, who’s someone you can reach out to that  
 needs to experience God’s promises?

Communications (Prayer & Fasting)
Starting January 10, we will commit each Wednesday to a complete  
fast and end it with prayer at our Main Campus (Worship Center) from 
6:30pm - 7:30pm. We're encouraging everyone to choose one day a 
week to fast, and each Grace Group to attend one of the four prayer 
pockets for the month (Jan. 10, 17, 24, & 31). We also have a 24-day 
devotional to help you personally connect with God. Pick one up at our 
Connection Center or download it online at pearlside.org/devotional.


