
“Refreshing His Voice” 
For the week of January 7 - January 13, 2018 

Main Thought:
The best way to refresh the voice of God is to do what He has already said to 
us. The more we obey, the more He speaks, and the clearer His voice becomes. 
The last words spoken are often the most important words spoken. With that 
in mind, Jesus’ last words should be our first priority:

“‘Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’” 
(Matthew 28:19-20 ESV)

We turn seekers into believers and believers into disciples as we spend 
consistent personal time with those far from God, with a heart of love and 
scripture as a guide. The goal: to see God’s kingdom influence extended as 
new disciples make new disciples themselves. Over time, a culture can be 
changed and a nation won, one life at a time. Too often, believers only focus 
on other believers, and because the lost are neglected, a country grows darker. 
The United States is a prime example.

Main Passages:
“Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Rise and go toward the south to the road 
that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ This is a desert place. 27And he rose and 
went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of 
the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to 
worship 28and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet 
Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over and join this chariot.’ 30So Philip ran 
to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, ‘Do you understand 
what you are reading?’ 31And he said, ‘How can I, unless someone guides me?’ And 
he invited Philip to come up and sit with him… 
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35Then Philip opened his mouth, and…told him the good news about Jesus. 36And 
as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, 
‘See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?’ 38And he commanded 
the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the 
eunuch, and he baptized him.” (Acts 8:26-31, 35-38 ESV)

In this instance, history says people were reached and a nation impacted 
through the life of this Ethiopian emissary. This was because Philip, a simple 
everyday believer left big revival meetings in a teeming city to minister to one 
person in a hot desert. Big Christian events may excite, but Jesus taught us in 
working with His twelve disciples that personal discipleship in the context of 
small groups is what saves, sustains, and transforms over time.

God will show us someone He has prepared for us to disciple if, on a regular 
basis, we will look at pre-believers we know, listen to His still small voice, 
and follow our hearts. Once we know we should go, obedience to Christ’s 
last words will renew our soul and open up a new vista of hearing His voice. 
The Pearlside family is recommending Rick Warren’s PURPOSE DRIVEN LIFE as 
a primary tool to use. Small groups working in tandem with each member 
doing one to one personal discipleship with a seeker will result in lasting 
transformation.

Reflection:
• How were you discipled into knowing Christ?

Application:
• Who do you feel like you could begin a consistent discipleship relationship  
 with personally? (This refers to a person who is not yet a believer but could  
 be open).

For Prayer:
• Pray for those names put forth as prospects for personal discipleship.

• Pray for the influence of God’s kingdom to exude from every group member  
 as 2018 unfolds.

• Pray for those who responded during the Christmas season to return, stick,  
 and grow as devoted disciples.

For more information, please visit pearlside.org
or download our Pearlside app


