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"Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain. 
2And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, 3and 
threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might not deceive the nations any longer, until the 
thousand years were ended… 4Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was 
committed… they (the faithful in Christ) came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5The rest of the dead 
did not come to life until the thousand years were ended. This is the first resurrection. 6Blessed and holy is the one who 
shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, 
and they will reign with him for a thousand years.” (Revelation 20:1-6 ESV)
 
 
The first resurrection will be for those who followed Christ and will result in a judgment of REWARDS.
"For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12Now if anyone builds on the 
foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— 13each one's work will become manifest, for the Day 
will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. 14If the 
work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. 15If anyone's work is burned up, he will 
suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire." (1 Corinthians 3:11-15 ESV)
 
 
For those who reject Jesus, the second resurrection will result in ETERNAL SEPARATION FROM GOD. 
"Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it... 12And I saw the dead, great and small, standing 
before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead 
were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. 13And the sea gave up the dead who 
were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according 
to what they had done. 14Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of 
fire. 15And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire."
(Revelation 20:11-15 ESV)
 
 
We will all be judged according to what is RECORDED in heaven's books.
“…and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by 
what was written in the books, according to what they had done.” (v. 12)
 
“…So our aim is to please him always, whether we are here in this body or away from this body. For we must all stand 
before Christ to be judged. We will each receive whatever we deserve for the good or evil we have done..."
(2 Corinthians 5:9-10 NLT)
 
 
While we are saved by grace through faith, we will be rewarded for what we've done AFTER we've believed. 
"For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9not a result of 
works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them." (Ephesians 2:8-10 ESV)
 
"There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is of one kind, and the glory of the earthly 
is of another. 41There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star 
differs from star in glory. 42So is it with the resurrection of the dead…" (1 Corinthians 15:40-42 ESV)

Graduation Day: How Will God Reward Us?
Pearlside Church


